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From June 7–10 the work of the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs 
was highlighted in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, because of a unique 
partnership with the Humpty Dumpty Institute (HDI) and the 
Jackson Hole Film Institute (JHFI). HDI, a mine-action partner, 
was asked to create a global insight program focusing on pressing 
international social issues during the annual JHFI Film Festival as 
part of its 10-year partnership with JHFI.

HDI developed a series of events to tie together dialogues on important 
international issues through the power of film. The Humanitarian 
Demining Training Center from the U.S. Department of Defense 
created a mock minefield for the festival, allowing thousands to 
better understand the importance of mine action. Additionally, the 
Marshall Legacy Institute provided a mine-detection dog to conduct 
a series of demonstrations, engaging the audience and acquainting 
them with the importance of mine action.

The film Bombhunters, detailing the lives of Cambodians affected by 
mines and unexploded ordnance, was screened during the festival. 
Shot on location, Bombhunters explores the long-term consequences 
of war and genocide. Director/Producer Skye Fitzgerald started the 
project as a Fulbright research project, and eventually partnered with 
the Sundance Institute, the U.S. Institute of Peace and the U.S. 
State Department’s Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement to 
complete the film. 

Though only 
r e c e n t l y 
available for 
p u r c h a s e , 
Bombhunters 
has already 
been credited 
with raising 
a w a r e n e s s 
of the 
continuing 
need to 

address the dangerous intersection of contamination from explosive 
remnants of war, poverty and the scrap-metal industry. In addition 
to screening at 10 international film festivals, Bombhunters was 
broadcast on Oregon Public Broadcasting in August 2006 and on the 
worldwide U.S. State Department internal cable and satellite system 
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on Landmines, Social Issues
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in November 2006. Screenings of the film throughout America have 
successfully raised money for the subject of the film, resulting in 
medical care, housing and improved living conditions.

James Lawrence, Director of Partnership Programs in PM/WRA, 
and the film’s director, Skye Fitzgerald, discussed the film and mine 
action at the conclusion of each screening. More information on the 
film is available at www.bombhunters.com. Fitzgerald is currently in 
pre-production on a film about the scourge of cluster munitions.

At the Jackson Hole festival, HDI also presented two panels dealing 
with other global issues. The first was “The Importance of Educating 
Girls in the Developing World.” This panel, moderated by President 
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting Patricia Harrison, focused 
on the need to increase educational opportunities for young women 
as a means of addressing myriad issues such as HIV/AIDS, hunger 
and regional conflict. The second panel addressed human trafficking 
and was moderated by CNN International anchor Jim Clancy. The 
audience was amazed to learn the extent to which this kind of human 
slavery and bondage exists in the world today.

Finally, HDI’s Global Forum served as a vehicle for an important 
“cultural diplomacy” exercise. Working with State Department’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, HDI and the JHFI 
facilitated an exhibition for six Iranian filmmakers in Jackson Hole. 
The filmmakers had the opportunity to discuss their craft with 
American filmmakers and to consider possible future collaborations.

A HALO Trust worker  prepares to destroy a batch of ERW 
cleared from local scrap yards in Poipet Cambodia. 
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Phon Kaseka waits for his ride to arrive at a camp in Mondulkiri province. 
Kaseka is one of the most skilled Khmer/English interpreters in Cambodia 
and was instrumental in translating during Khmer/English interviews. 
during the filming of Bombhunters.
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